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design. Any person would be quite safe in the
Kroo country, who would place himself under the
guidance of one of their respectable headmen, and
Englishmen in particular might visit the interior
of their country under great advantages, as the
.people are well acquainted with them in conse-
quence of the trade which is carried on in ivory,
at their own towns on the' coast, as well as the
intercourse which is constantly kept up with
Sierra Leone. There have occasionally been
upwards of 2000 of these people at one time in
Freetown; but, shortly before our arrival, an
order in council was issued to restrict the resi-
dent Kroomen to 600, for the purpose of throwing
open the labour market to the free blacks, as well
as to prevent in some measure the drain of profit
which the Kroomen caused by their frequent im-
migration and departure. Notwithstanding a great
proportion of what they earned was expended on
articles of British manufacture, which they took
away with them, still a material injury was sus-
tained by their constant robberies, which more
than counterbalanced the benefit of their expen-
diture. Independently of this political motive for
restricting their numbers, it was useful as a mea-
sure of social protection. They resided by them-
selves in a suburb of the town, apart from the rest
of the inhabitants, and used to emerge at night
from their close retreats, and commit the most
daring burglaries. The stolen property was care-